
RURAL LIVELIHOOD IN THE CONTEXT 
OF COVID-19

IMPACT & INTERVENTION NEEDED FOR 
RESILIENCE

AU/DREA webinar,  22 September 2020



COVID-19 compounding effect on food insecurity 

COVID-19 potentially places 

an additional burden on 
agri-food systems 
exacerbating acute food 
insecurity in countries 
with food crisis.

135million
people in Crisis or worse
(IPC/CH Phase 3+)

183million
people in Stress  (IPC/CH 2) 

In addition:

GRFC: Pre-COVID-19

nearly690million
( 235 million in Africa) 
undernourished in 2019

SOFI: Pre-COVID-19

Distribution by region:



Africa overview ςGlobal Report on Food Crises 2020

73 million
people across 36 countries
in IPC/CH 3+ in 2019

129 million
people in 32 countries 
in IPC/CH 2 in 2019

Acutely food-insecure people in crisis or worse by key driver

37M
in 12 countries

26M
in 20 countries

10M
in 4 countries



Pathways in which COVID-19 affected food security and agri-food systems

COVID-19 outbreak policy 
measures / responses

Å Border closure
Å Restrictions on movement 

(individuals and merchandise) 
Å Curfews
Å Closing of some categories of 

markets (street and open 
markets)

disruptions to 
agricultural 

production, markets 
and food supply 

chains

reduction in 
employments, 
incomes and 

purchasing power 

Food systems

Economic activity

Livelihoods
compromised by:

Å Unemployment
Å Loss of incomes
Å Reduced remittances
Å Collapse of farm prices
Å Increase of prices in urban 

markets

Relaxation of restrictive 
measures and 

implementation of conducive 
policies supporting agri-food 

sector

Gradual stabilization of 
markets and food 

supply chains, but some 
constraints  in terms of 
access to agricultural 
inputs, labourand 
markets will have 

longer-term implications

Short-term disruption of food systems, and 

consequent economic crisis havelong-term 
impact on livelihoods especially of 

vulnerable people

Impact on food security

Urban poor Rural areas IDPs

Highly dependency 
on:
Å Informal labour
Åmarkets

Å Lack of access to inputs
Å Difficulties to move 

produce to markets:

Pastoralists

Å Disruptions of livestock 
markets 

Å Lack of access to inputs 
and health services

ÅMovement restrictions 
( transhumance)

WOMEN

- lower prices
- lower production
- expansion of production 

in environmentally 
sensitive areas

ÅMovement 
restrictions

Å Limited market 
access

Å Limited labour 
opportunities



Protecting the health and safety is a top priority, while ensuring that a public health 
crisis does not become a food crisis. 

ÅActions to protect lives and livelihoods and meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable: 
VSocial protection - very significant for Africa, due to overlapping threats of crises 

and weakness of social welfare systems (only 10% of SSA population covered 
under some sort);

VBy May 2020 about 122 new or adapted social protection initiatives were 
registered in 42 countries in response to the pandemic ςthese need to be 
sustained and strengthened. 

ÅSafeguard producer oriented measures - support smallholder farmers 
to increase productivity ςfacilitate access to inputs and product 
markets, using new business models including through e-commerce

VRecognize measures taken to protect the agri-food supply chains as essential 
functions (e.g., reduced import taxes for essential commodities and staples, 
logistical measures to ensure food supply flows). 

Needed interventions for recovery and building back better 

Immediate-Short 
term Measures



Build resilient, sustainable and competitive agri-food systems ςto 
address multiple risks through

ÅEnhanced production, improved nutrition, sustainable 
environment ςthrough innovative and digitals solutions

ÅBetter functioning of markets and trade 

ÅImperatives for Holistic, Integrated and Coordinated Response

ÅFood systems transformation 

ÅMulti-sectoral  approaches 

ÅMulti-stakeholders

ÅOpportunities for effective partnerships

Åmobilization of investment finance

Needed interventions for recovery and building back better 

Beyond the short 
term:  Medium-
long term 
Measures



Global Humanitarian Response Plan: Addressing the impacts of COVID-19 and safeguarding livelihoods in food-

crisis contexts

Data for Decision-making: 

Ensuring quality data and analysis for effective policy support to food-systems and Zero Hunger

Economic Inclusion and Social Protection to Reduce Poverty: 

Pro-poor COVID-19 responses for an inclusive post-pandemic economic recovery

Trade and Food Safety Standards: 

Facilitating and accelerating food and agricultural trade during COVID-19 and beyond

Boosting Smallholder Resilience for Recovery: 

Protecting the most vulnerable, promoting economic recovery and enhancing risk management capacities

Preventing the Next Zoonotic Pandemic: 

Strengthening and extending the One Health approach to avert animal-origin pandemics

Food Systems Transformation: 

Building back better during response and recovery

FAO COVID-19 Response and Recovery Programme: Transforming Our Food Future



C!hΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan

Reducing risk of transmission 
along food chain: sharing health 
regulations and key messaging

Information and analysis to guide 
action ςGlobal data facility

Preserving critical livelihoods 
assistance, safeguarding food 
supply chains

Safeguarding incomes: social 
protection, cash injections

April-December 2020

USD 428million (Julyupdate) 
covering 34 countries (18 in Africa,221.6M) 

USD221.6 million



GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN FOR COVID-19 | C!hΩ{ /hathb9b¢

Global data and analysis facility

Å Data collection, analysis of actual and potential impacts 
on agri-food systems and food security in food crisis contexts

Å/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ C!hΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ Hand-in-Hand initiative and associated 
interactive data platform

Å Global public good ςsupporting entire humanitarian community 
to guide and inform programming and response

Å In partnership with WFP, global Food Security Cluster in context of 
Global Network Against Food Crises

Ongoing data collection! 


